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The Maine Public Utilities Commission, the Massachusetts Department of

Telecommunications and Energy and the Oregon Public Utility Commission

(commenting states) respectfully submit these reply comments in the above-referenced

proceeding.

On March 8, 2000, the Coalition for Affordable Local and Long Distance Services

(CALLS) filed an ex parte submission outlining a modified version of its original

proposal to reform the Commission's access charge, price cap and universal service

rules. The Commission has asked for comment and replies regarding the modified

CALLS plan.
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While we are aware of and share some of the concerns of the other state

commenters and of the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners

(NARUC), we believe the underlying principle of the CALLS proposal, which is to reduce

traffic-sensitive charges to a level that equals economic traffic sensitive costs, is worthy

of favorable consideration. Moving those costs to that level will improve economic

efficiency and promote consumer welfare. Moreover, the revised CALLS II plan

contains several changes that increase its benefits to customers. The amount of

savings for low volume customers is greater than in the original CALLS proposal.

According to AT & T, CALLS II will reduce the bill for an AT & T customer who makes

no interexchange calls by over $4.50 per month. It also appears that Lifeline customers

will receive greater reductions. Finally, the CALLS proposal provides the Commission

the opportunity to address current access charge, price cap and interstate universal

service rules, which have not been addressed comprehensively since the enaction of

the Telecommunication Act of 1996.

So long as the impact on other prices is reasonable and the resulting total

charges to customers remain affordable and comparable between urban and rural

areas, we urge the Commission to give favorable consideration to the CALLS proposal.
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Nashville TN 37243·0505

laurie Pappas

Texas Office of Public Utility Counsel

1701 NCongress Avenue Suite 9·180
Austin TX 78701

Brian Conboy

Willkie Farr &Gallagher

Time Warner Telecom

1155 21 st Street NW

Three lafayette Centre

Washington DC 20036

Ramsey Woodworth

Wilkes Artis Hedrick & lane

United States Internet Providers Association

1666 KStreet NW #100
Washington DC 20006

linda Kent

lawrence Sarjeant

United States Telephone Association

1401 HStreet NW Suite 600
Washington DC 20005



• Hal Varian

School of Information Mgmt & Systems

liversity of Berkeley California

102 South Hall #4600

Berkeley CA 94720-4600

Jeffry Brueggeman

US West Communications Inc

1801 California Street

Denver CO 80202

John Sayles

George Young

Vermont Department of Public Service

.12 State Street

,~ontpelier VT 05602

Richard Finnigan

Finnigan Vandebert Johnson &Gandara

Washington Independent Telephone Association

1201 Pacific Avenue

PO Box 1315

Tacoma WA 98401

Richard Hemstad

Commissioner
Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission

1300 SEvergreen Park Drive SW

'llympia WA 98504-7250

Jere Glover

Chief Counsel for Telecommunications

US Small Business Administration

409 Third Street SW 7800

Washington DC 20416

Jeffrey Sheldon

UTC

1140 Connecticut Avenue NW Suite 1140

Washington DC 20036

Edward Addison

Virginia State Corporation Commission

1300 East Main Street 9th Floor

PO Box 1197

Richmond VA 23218

Judith Harris

Reed Smith Shaw & McClay

Washington State Department of Information Svc, at el

1301 KStreet NW East Tower Suite 1100

Washington DC 20005-3317

Benjamin Oicksens

Blooston Mordkofsky Jackson &Dickens

Western Alliance

2120 L Street NW Suite 300

Washington DC 20037



• David Sieradski

Hogan &Hartson

~stern Wireless Corporation
055 Thirteenth Street NW
Washington DC 20004·1109

Mark Sievens

Swidler &Berlin

WinStar Communications Inc

3000 KStreet NW Suite 300
Washington DC 20007


